First Impressions of the Learning Collection Interface

The following is the feedback our teacher group provided in a questionnaire handed out after they had viewed sample pages from the Learning Collection.

1) How do you envision using the Learning Collection with students? When in the curriculum and in what manner?

JoAnne G: I like the use of the cultural themes. For me, I would like to revisit the website several times so that the students could fully experience, browse

and learn from the artifacts. I would like images available that could be copied so that students could research a theme and create a presentation (power point, etc.)

Mary Cobb: In conjunction w/ the sixth grade teachers, I would use the LC when students study Mesopotamia. I’d use it in the computer lab.

Brandon Taylor: I envision using the Learning Collection as a supplement with students. I would use it in the beginning of the curriculum as individuals or small groups to prepare for classroom discussion.

Lisa: To familiarize them w/ the breadth of the objects & to be able to interact. I would use it toward the beginning of the unit.

Paula: I see it as an independent exploration and group discussion.

Peter: I currently expect this content to be used in World Studies (9th grade) in the coverage of ASIA – QUARTER III OR IV.

2) How do you envision using digital images of artifacts with students?

JoAnne G: I would like to have the digital images to be able to be downloaded into folders so that lessons could be made from them – individual timelines, presentations of a cultural theme, etc.

Mary Cobb: Compare/Contrast. Assign students ancient sites & have them study the artifacts. Using the artifacts as I teach the diff. Themes for illustrative purposes.

Brandon Taylor: I would envision using the digital images with students for exploration & discussion.

Lisa: To explore & react to objects – both individually & as a group. To share orally & in writing.

Paula: Same as above and then project usage and discuss.

Peter: Small group VTS & then larger group discussion.

3) After seeing the mock-ups/explanations of the different access points to the Learning Collection (for example; VTS, Search, Browse access points), does the Learning Collection provide the access necessary to make it easy to ‘VTS’ the collection in a classroom setting?

JoAnne G: I think the access points are easy to use. It would be great to see a textbox or some way the students could immediately respond to the VTS questions – something online with maybe an exchange with a mentor?

Mary Cobb: Definitely (But add the timeline!).

Brandon Taylor: Yes.

Lisa: The browse section doesn’t seem scaleable, but it overall is very professional.

Paula: Yes – a simple lesson – worksheet would help teachers use in an individual/group setting.

Peter: Yes, particularly if projectors are available. The ability to do individual work & then bring observations to the larger group is very exciting.

4) Is the LC well designed for independent student use as well as classroom use?

JoAnne G: Yes – although, I believe that there needs to be a more distinctive icon for themes or topics (background, browse articles, lesson plans)

Mary Cobb: Yes, easy to navigate.

Brandon Taylor: Yes.

Lisa: Yes, it seems intuitive & easy to navigate. Our group suggestions for some graphical cues will make it more intuitive.

Paula: Yes! Pick an object & share. 1 object individual & share

Peter: (SEE ABOVE.) Furthermore, items that may not be seen as well on small monitors (can with zoomify) will show up on a larger screen. That ___ “what do you see now?” discussion could follow.

Specific questions about object pages:

5) Image size: How large should the zoomify window be? Should zoomify be used in the object web page or in a separate web page/pop-up window?

JoAnne G: I think the Zoomify window as it is is useful. However, I agree that the bar should not be on the image. [There was a big question mark to the left of her entry. I suspect she didn’t understand the second part of the question.]

Mary Cobb: No to pop-up. [She underlined ‘in the object web page’] using it here allows the viewer to simultaneously see the other info on the page.

Brandon Taylor: Yes to pop-up. Zoomify window should be no larger than what can be viewed on a 15 inch window. Zoomify should open in separate window.

Lisa: Yes to pop-up. It should have features to enlarge or make smaller. Takes it out of the text page and makes it more visual.

Paula: Yes to pop-up. Separate – so you could open the image & project on a screen.

Peter: Yes to pop-up. Both. Initially 2/3 of screen with a ‘full screen’ option.

6) How much text should be presented on each page?

JoAnne G: I would limit the text (enough as it was presented) so that the experience is more visual. Students tend to bypass anything that has too much text and move immediately to a more fun site.

Mary Cobb: I thought the pages looked pretty busy. I would eliminate redundant links (Put one link where you think it most likely be used.)

Brandon Taylor: Not more than 2 page downs on a 15 inch monitor.

Lisa: The amount shown tonight seems right. Links to other web pages makes it more obvious.

Paula: Looks good – but I suggest copying & pasting and doing a grade level equivalency to see what grade level it is written for and if it can be changed/rewritten.

Peter: 50-100 words. On intros, further specific material could of much longer. Still… less than 200 words.

  

7) What content elements should always accompany the image? Content elements include VTS questions, Teacher Created questions (Discussion Questions), Museum Labeling, Artifact Description, Interactive links to the artifact etc. Or where should each element appear and when?

JoAnne G: I love the way it looks! The pages are very visually appealing and with everything in a particular place, it makes it easy to navigate each page.

Mary Cobb: Omit bibliographic citations. I’d move ‘Related Themes’, ‘Multimedia’ and ‘Web Links’ to the bottom of the page. I’d make the description primary.

Brandon Taylor: All of the above elements should be included with the images except for the bibliographic information that students/teachers may not readily access.

Lisa: I like the places they are located now. This is similar to other websites and so, more intuitive. Use the color, coding & lines as we suggested.

Paula: I love page 1! Page 2 – links to specific lessons, sites, background, related artifacts. Forget bibliographic citations.

Peter: On main VTS page: VTS questions & object title. On Learn More page: Art, Description (which definitely should not be on VTS page)

